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This report outlines work at the Ancient 
House from October 2009 – January 2010 
 

 
1. 

 
 
Thomas Paine 200 concluded 
The town’s celebrations of Thomas Paine came to a conclusion in November 
with a tree planting ceremony at Thetford’s Forgotten Garden and an excellent 
talk by Paine’s biographer Professor John Keane about Old Age.  The positive 
reaction in the town to the lecture programme is encouraging the Tom Paine 200 
committee to consider an annual lecture as a long term legacy.  
 
The Thomas Paine death mask at the Ancient House is one of the 10 Norfolk 
objects to feature in the BBC’s local version of A History of the World.  We are in 
discussion with Radio Norfolk about programme ideas. 

 
 

2. Halloween House 
The Museum’s busy events 
programme has included a Halloween 
House evening.   
 
One of Thetford community police 
team joined us for the event (see 
picture).  We are keen to work in 
partnership with other local 
organisations on our various activities. 
 
 

Halloween event at the Ancient House 

 

 

If you need this report in large print, audio, Braille, 
alternative format or in a different language please 
contact Glenis Wright on tel 01603 403621 or minicom  
01603 223883 and we will do our best to help. 



3. 

 

 
 
 
Christmas at the Ancient House 
The Ancient House participated fully in 
the town wide Christmas events 
including the popular switch on of the 
Christmas lights in early December. 
 
The knitted window decorations 
produced through our community 
knitting project caused much 
favourable comment. 
  

4.  
Induction Loop Installed 
 
Visitors to the Ancient House in 
Thetford can now benefit from an 
improved hearing loop system.  We 
have fitted a new loop to the reception 
desk and a background microphone in 
the Hall, where talks and small-scale 
performances take place.   

 
 
 
 

 
Local history talk 
  

5. Maharajah Duleep Singh 
remembered 
Ancient House staff attended a short 
ceremony at Elveden churchyard in 
memory of Maharajah Duleep Singh.  
Duleep Singh lived at Elveden Hall and 
the Museum is on the Anglo Sikh 
Heritage trail because of its Duleep 
Singh connections.   
 
This year we are planning an exhibition 
and programme of events about the 
Maharajah and his family with 
assistance from our MA museology 
intern Kiyoko Nishi.    

Maharajah Duleep Singh 



6. 

 
 
Mr and Mrs Mead of Thetford 

Moving Stories exhibition 
 
The team at the Ancient House aims to 
tell the stories of its exhibitions in 
various ways to suit the learning styles 
of different audiences.  Our new 
exhibition, Moving Stories: Making 
Thetford Home, tells the individual 
tales of people who have come to live 
in the Thetford area from 60,000 years 
ago to the present day.   
 
So we have built in an audio clip of 
Ralph Mead talking about coming up 
from London to Thetford in the 1950s, 
and there is a feely box, rubbing 
activity and jigsaw to give a tactile 
dimension.  Associated events and 
talks will bring out other aspects. 
 
This exhibition is part of the project 
based at Ancient House which looks at 
the role of heritage and museums for 
Growing Communities.  Other aspects 
of this work include involvement with 
Moving Thetford Forward and support 
for growth in Kings Lynn.  In addition a 
short film explaining the contribution of 
museums is being made.  
 
 

7. Rabbits 
The Ancient House is to feature in a 
new cookery book about rabbits, due 
for publication in the summer.  The 
kitchen display at the museum with 
rabbit pie in the making on the table, 
the figure of a warrener in the corner 
and photos of rabbit warreners in their 
smocks will illustrate the book. 

 
 
 
 
Originator: 
Name  Oliver Bone,  Curator, Ancient House  Email:  oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk   
Tel:  01842 752599 


